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Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Third Department, New York 

 

In the Matter of the Claim of Lynda M. VALDEZ, Respondent, 

v. 

DELTA AIRLINES, INC., et al., Appellants. 

and 

Workers’ Compensation Board, Respondent. 

 

September 2, 2021 

 

Facts: Claimant is a flight attendant who alleged that as a result of her uniform she 

developed contact dermatitis, reactive airway disease and lymphadenopathy. The 

Judge established the claim as an accident but on appeal, the Board exercised its 

continuing jurisdiction under Workers’ Compensation Law § 123 and established 

the claim for an occupational disease as opposed to an accident.  This appeal 

ensues. 

  

Holding: Affirmed. 

 

Decision: There was sufficient evidence presented to the Board to substantiate its decision.  

This included the testimony of the claimant’s doctor, the fact that other co-

workers had similar reactions to the uniform, that the claimant’s symptoms eased 

somewhat when she wore an alternate uniform, and the toxicology report 

provided by the employer did not include a test for the particular chemical to 

which the claimant was allergic. 
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